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HFHMD Pneumatic Nailer policy
HFHMD distinguishes between pneumatic framing,
tico, and trim nailers based on the potentially
higher safety risks associated with each nailer.
• Training of AmeriCorps, Regulars, support staff, and volunteers on
the use of pneumatic nailers will be conducted by a trained and
designated staff member.

• Documentation of each trained volunteer and
AmeriCorps member will be kept on file, as
well as recorded on an Internet-accessible
document.
• The staff site supervisor is directly responsible
for supervising the use of all nailers and all
work around nailers on site.

Framing Nailers
Are approved to be operated only by trained staff, AmeriCorps and Regular
Volunteers.
On Construction Sites:
• cannot be used on the same building unit as
daily volunteers or within 30’ of their work area.

At the Production Warehouse:
•

Are approved to be used by trained staff,
AmeriCorps, and all trained volunteers at any time.

Framing nailers, because of the higher
pressure necessary to operate, have the
highest potential risk—and so their use
is more closely restricted.

Tico Nailers
Are approved to be operated by trained staff,
AmeriCorps, and volunteers.
Are approved to be safely used in the presence
of daily volunteers—while remaining at a safe
distance of at least 20’ from the volunteers.

Roofing Nailers
Are approved to be operated only by trained
staff, AmeriCorps, and Regular volunteers.
Are approved to be used at any time in
the presence of daily volunteers while
maintaining a 6’ safety radius.
Note: Roofing nailer use should be avoided when in the
presence of daily volunteers (for worker morale).

Trim Nailers
Are approved to be operated by trained
staff, AmeriCorps, Regular volunteers and
Partner Families.
Are approved to be used at any time in
the presence of daily volunteers while
maintaining a 6’ safety radius.

Palm Nailers
Are approved to be used by anyone on the
site that has been trained by a staff member.
• Documentation of training is not necessary
for palm nailers.
Are approved to be used at any time
in the presence of daily volunteers.

Set up and Maintenance:
Portable air compressors
Placement and power:
• Always connect compressor as close as possible
to a direct power source.
• It is preferable to run a long air hose rather
than a long extension cord.
• Where an extension cord is necessary, use only
10-gauge cords.

• Always connect compressors to a GFCIprotected outlet, paying special attention to
this rule while working inside a trimmed house.

Connect compressor directly
to temporary or permanent
power source.

Follow all manufacturers’ specifications for air compressor maintenance
and operation.
• Pay special attention to compressors requiring oil; check oil level frequently.

Set up and Maintenance:
Portable air compressors
Setting pressure on the tank:
Follow all manufacturer
specifications regarding
pressure limits for every
pneumatic gun.
• Most nailers will list these limits
directly on the side of the gun.

• Adjust hose pressure on the tank before adjusting
fastener depth on the nailer.
• Wait until compressor tank has filled and has cycled
off before adjusting hose pressure.
• Readjust as necessary after initial use to determine if
nailer requires more or less pressure to effectively
and safely drive fasteners.
• Only adjust by 5psi (pounds per square inch) at a time
while determining the appropriate pressure for each
use.

Set up and Maintenance:
Portable air compressors
Always turn off compressor before
disconnecting from power.
Drain compressor after every use.
• For compressors where drainage outlet isn’t
centered directly at bottom of tank, tilt the
tank as it drains to force condensed water out.
• For dual-tank compressors, drain each tank.
– Draining one tank will let all of the air out, but
can leave a pool of water in the other tank.
Condensed water allowed to pool in a tank will
eventually rust out the chamber and can lead to
an extremely dangerous pressurized explosion.

• Don’t completely unscrew this drain plug.
• Leave drain open when not in use.
• Always tighten plug when setting up compressor.

Set up and Maintenance:
Compressed Air Hoses
Examine the air hose before use; look for swollen
sections and cuts in the sheath.
• When you first connect hose to compressor and
nailer, listen for any slow leaks around connections.
• Do not use or repair a damaged air hose on site.

Do not fasten air hoses with staples, nails, or suspend by wire.
Do not run air hoses through metal or
other sharp openings without padding.

Protect hoses from hazards like heaters,
high-traffic areas, and sharp edges.

Set up and Maintenance:
Pneumatic Nailers
Only use sequential tip triggers, which require contact with the surface
and pulling of the trigger in order to fire.
• Do not use contact tip triggers (bump fire), which will fire upon
surface contact.
Disconnect the air hose before clearing a
jam, adding nails, or making an adjustment.
When detaching a nailer from a hose
or a hose from a compressor,
maintain a firm grip on the hose end.

A hose releasing pressure can easily slip
from your hand and cause serious injury.
Keep a good grip and keep safety glasses on.

Operation
Wear all appropriate Personal Protective Equipment including hard
hat, safety glasses, and ear protection for prolonged use or use in
enclosed spaces (this includes any nailer use in a finished home).
Follow all manufacturer specifications for
air pressure, nail size and style, oiling and
maintenance, and safe loading and
operating practices.
• When in doubt, add three drops of
pneumatic tool oil to any nailer at the
beginning of every day’s use.

Clearly communicate the potential danger to all
workers present and establish safe work procedures.
Always assume the nailer contains fasteners.
• Keep the nailer pointed away from yourself and others.
• Absolutely no horseplay. Do not shoot nails at targets or people.

Operation
• Restrict access to building when
framing nailers are being used.
• Strictly enforce safety radius
especially when using a framing
nailer.
– Post spotters if necessary to ensure
no one can walk or work in this
radius.

• Never operate a framing nailer
above workers.

Operation

In short: Always know where the fastener will go.
Pay attention to what it could go through, what it could
hit, and how it could possibly not go where you want.
Always maintain the appropriate safety radius.

• Pay special attention to knots in lumber.
• Do not drive fasteners on top of other fasteners or with the tool at
any steep angle; the fasteners can ricochet.
• Ensure that fasteners will penetrate both first and second pieces of
material—not shoot through one.
– This prevents the fasteners from acting as a projectile, passing through the first
member and striking someone.

• Do not drive fasteners close to the edge of the work surface.
– Nailers can punch through OSB and fire fasteners through the edge of materials.

Operation
Always detach the hose before leaving a nailer unattended.
Always remove finger from trigger when not driving fasteners.
Do not fire the nail gun unless the yoke is firmly pressed against the material.
Always place yourself in a balanced position when
using the nailer, especially on ladders.
Never use any part of the tool as a hammer.
Never pull, lift, or swing a nail gun by the hose.
• This could cause misfires and/or damage to the
equipment.

Option 1: Safety radius observed.

Keep your free hand safely away from nail gun.
• Maintain a minimum six-inch safety radius around
nailer, including behind the material.
•

Fasteners can fire completely through materials, can hit a
knot and curl around back through the face, or even ricochet
off a hidden fastener and shoot in any direction. Ensure
everyone complies with the appropriate safety radius.

Option 2: Safety radius ignored.

Operation

Never allow your hands to be within 6”
of nailer, even behind the material.

Always keep hands safely
away from nailer. Use clamps
or push sticks to hold material
in place if necessary.

Never point the nailer
toward your body, even
behind the material.

Always stand out of the path
of the nail in case it shoots
through the material.

Training and Documentation
Each trainee will complete the following steps:
• Oil and attach air hose
• Load nails
• Attach gun
• Drive a nail
• Disconnect hose
• Unload nails
• Drain tank

Make sure every trainee fills out the
Pneumatic Tool Use Safety Agreement.
Originals go to Construction Manager to file.

Training and Documentation

The construction staff will:
• Maintain documentation on all individuals who have attended
training and are authorized to use these tools.
• Ensure that no individuals operate pneumatic nailers on their
respective sites who are not trained and documented to do so.
• Directly supervise the use of all nailers on their respective sites.
• Ensure tank has been properly drained (of air and moisture)
before storage.

