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celebrating

800
families!
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n 1979 a group of passionate volunteers
came together and spent two years
fundraising, recruiting volunteers, and
selecting a family to build and purchase
the very first Habitat home in metro Denver.

a safe yard to play in for the first time in
their life. Children who can grow up with the
stability of a good home… where they have
space to do homework and the opportunity
to grow into their full potential.

homeownership has had on these families’
lives. From graduating from high school and
going to college, to having financial stability
and less stress… thousands of adults and
children’s lives have been changed forever.

It took another two years before the next
Habitat home was completed. But over
the decades our community of supporters
has grown and enabled us to serve more
families year after year. We’re excited to
share that we’ve now served more than
800 local families!

This milestone represents financial stability
for hundreds of hardworking parents who
no longer have to worry about rising rents
or having to move their family again. These
parents can now plan for the future and
build a better life for themselves and their
children.

As part of a global organization, we’re also
committed to supporting Habitat’s work in
partner countries around the world. We’ve
been sponsoring Habitat’s international
work since 1985, and have invested more
than $3 million through this effort. This
represents more than 800 additional
families served around the world!

800 families is a lot – but the significance 800 families is a significant milestone, but
of this milestone is so much bigger than a the more meaningful outcome is the life- Thank you for being part of Habitat for
number. This represents children who have long impact safe, stable and affordable Humanity’s important work!
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the greatest

from our CEO
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uring the holiday season, I’m especially grateful for the
simple – yet important – things in my life: a roof over my
head, healthy food to feed my children, and the feeling
of comfort and safety in my home. There is no better feeling
than spending quality time with my family and being home for
the holidays.
Yet, I can’t help but also think of the thousands of families who are
struggling this year because of Denver’s rising housing prices.
These are our teachers, taxi drivers, and nurses… hardworking
and essential community members who are striving to achieve
stability, safety and comfort. But because of Denver’s expensive
housing costs, they can’t find decent and affordable housing in
our community.

More than
800 families
across metro Denver
are celebrating
the holidays in
safety & comfort

because of
your support

At Habitat for Humanity, we’re seeing the effects of this first-hand. This past July, we rolled out an
online application system to make it easier and more accessible for people to apply to become Habitat
homeowners. In just the first six weeks that the online application was open, we had more than 500
applications submitted! This is more than we’ve ever experienced before – and is an indicator of the
growing need for affordable housing in Denver.
While these numbers may seem discouraging, I am encouraged by the impact we can make when
we work together to build homes, communities and hope. At Habitat for Humanity, we believe that
everyone deserves a decent place to live… and we’re so grateful for the thousands of volunteers,
donors and supporters who are helping us make a real difference for hardworking families. Right now,
there are more than 800 families across metro Denver who are celebrating the holidays in safety and
comfort because of your support.
Thank you for keeping the many families who are struggling this season in your thoughts… and for
making a difference through your partnership with Habitat.
Happy Holidays!

gift

w

ith bullets still lodged in their front porch from the most recent
shooting, Lisa and Francisco worry every time their children step
outside their door. “Our neighbors are always fighting, drinking
and smoking weed,” shares Lisa. “Our kids’ bikes were stolen the first day we
lived here. They deserve to live in a place where they can be safe, have the
freedom to play outside and just be kids.”
Lisa and Francisco would like nothing more than to raise their children in a
safe environment, but with Denver’s high housing costs, their options have
been limited. Over the years they’ve tried to find better housing, but nothing
ever panned out… until they were selected to become Habitat homeowners
this year.

Our kids deserve
to live in a place

where
they can
be safe

Lisa and Francisco know that their Habitat home is going to have a huge impact on their family’s life, and they plan to
wait until close to Christmas before telling their children about their future home. A safe, stable and affordable home is
the best gift they could ever dream of giving their children. “This is literally our dream come true!” Lisa recently shared.
“Sheridan Square is such a nicer neighborhood than where we currently live,” shares Lisa. “This is going to be huge
for us… huge for our life and our dreams.”
In addition to the safer neighborhood, Lisa and Francisco can’t wait to move their family of eight from a 3-bedroom
apartment to a 5-bedroom home. “Our Habitat home will bring a lot of peace to our household. Having more personal
space and privacy will make a big difference.”

Heather Lafferty

“Francisco and I are working hard towards better things for our family – we want to lead by example and teach our kids
about credit scores and the importance of building their credit,” shares Lisa. As parents, they want to provide their
children with a safe and stable home so that their children can grow into their full potential. “Whatever our kids dreams
are, I want them to go for it 100%. We want our kids to be independent and self-sufficient.”

building bright

futures

every donation
makes a difference:

did you know...

98%

High School Graduation Rate
for children 18+ who live in
Habitat Denver homes.

1.5

$

MM

Public assistance funding saved
in 2016 because Habitat
homeowners no longer needed it.

70%

Habitat homeowners feel that
they are doing better financially
now than they were in the past.

m

ichelle is a hardworking mom of three kids. Despite working
a full time job, Michelle is currently paying more than 50% of
her monthly income to live in their 2-bedroom apartment.

Their apartment is overcrowded and has issues that make Michelle
worry about her family’s health – like mold on their bathroom ceiling, and
water that needs to be filtered because it sometimes comes out looking
brown from their faucets.
Michelle and her children can’t wait to achieve a sense of safety and
stability in their new Habitat home. “We’ll actually have a yard… and a
feeling of security, knowing we won’t have to move again.” Michelle’s also
looking forward to the financial stability she’ll gain with her affordable
mortgage payments. “I’ll have a mortgage I can actually afford, and not
have to stress about if I can make the rent or not.”
Michelle’s looking forward to helping build her home alongside volunteers
and her home sponsors, and is grateful for the opportunity to become a
homeowner with Habitat for Humanity.

I’m going to be able
to give myself and
my children a sense
of stability, and

a place to start
our roots
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essica is the mother of two young daughters and does everything
she can to ensure her kids grow up in a stable home. Finding
affordable and healthy housing has been difficult over the years.

We are
looking forward to

She and her daughters currently live in an old and drafty apartment where
the temperature drops in the winter and neighbors’ cigarette smoke
drifts into the apartment. Jessica worries about how their apartment is
negatively affecting the health of her two young girls.

stability and
consistency

By partnering with Habitat, Jessica can provide a stable, healthy, and
affordable home for her family.
“The biggest difference will be the accommodation of accessibility for
my oldest daughter,” shares Jessica about her daughter’s special needs.
Jessica’s also excited to finally have a place to call their own, “I can’t wait
to be able to decorate my home like I’ve always wanted.”
“We’re looking forward to having our own backyard so that my kids have
somewhere safe to play.”

rebuilding
with the

ReStores

thank you to
our generous

home sponsors
$100K+

$75K+
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here’s a story behind every nook and cranny of Phil and Kaye’s beautiful
house. That’s because they spent years meticulously planning every
detail and building their home after their original house was destroyed in
2004. With the exception of just a few pieces of furniture, they lost everything
in a matter of minutes to a flash flood that filled their house up to the ceiling
with rushing water.
As a recent retiree who had dedicated 30 years of his life to teaching shop
class, Phil knew his experience was going to be put to the test as he set out to
rebuild a home for his family.

We built
our house around

the windows
we found at
the ReStore

Even before they had permits to start rebuilding, Phil was frequenting our
Denver Restore to see what materials he could find. “I was probably one of the
first ReStore customers when the store opened up in Denver,” Phil recalls. “I still go there every week.”
Phil couldn’t believe his luck when he saw a large set of new, double-paned windows being delivered to the ReStore.
Before they were even taken out of the boxes, Phil was calling Kaye to get her approval on the purchase. “It all started
with the windows... we built our house around the windows we found at the ReStore.”
Kaye and Phil invested in the windows, with the largest ones averaging $200. When they went to the manufacturer to
purchase a few additional windows to match, they were shocked to learn that they cost $2,000 each. “We can’t even
guess how much money we saved by shopping at the ReStores,” Phil shares. “It’s incredible.”
From their kitchen cabinets and countertops, to their moulding and bathroom tile, Kaye and Phil rebuilt their home
with countless materials from the ReStores. “There’s something from the ReStores in every room of our house.” Kaye
shares. Phil felt like it was serendipitous, “If I needed something, I would go to the Restore and that item would always
be there.”
We’re proud to be a special part of Phil and Kaye’s homebuilding story and are so grateful that they shopped at the
ReStores as they rebuilt their home. To find the ReStore nearest to you, visit www.HabitatDenverReStores.org.
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“We’re looking forward to having our
own backyard so that my kids have
somewhere safe to play.”
– Jessi,
Future Habitat Homeowner

Tammie Carroll

”
read more of Jessi’s
story on page 5

