


Layout | The first course 

мн ѻέ 

Mark the vertical chords and draw plumb lines 
all the way up and down the gable. 
Å Like all other siding, all nails should go into 

framing and all framing gets nailed.  

Start by snapping a line across the wall 
ŀǘ мн ѻέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ŦƭŀǎƘƛƴƎΦ  
Å This will be the top of your first course. 



Installation | The first course 

The first course of shakes is installed upside down.  
ÅHold the top of the shakes to the first chalk line.  
ïThis should create a ѻέ ƎŀǇ between the bottom of the shake 

and the flashing.  
ïTrust the line, not the gap. 

ÅBecause this course is upside down, it is the only one which 
moves from right to left.  



All edges of shakes should be nailed into framing, so: 

Installation | Placement 

Start with the left edge of the first 
shake centered on a stud/vertical 
chord.  

Å Cut the right side ǘƻ Ŧƛǘ ǘƘŜ ƎŀōƭŜΩǎ ǇƛǘŎƘΦ  

Remaining shakes in the course will 
ŜŀŎƘ ƻǾŜǊƭŀǇ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ нΩ 
spacing.  


